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District Councillor Report to Parish Councils – January 2021 

Flooding 

On Christmas morning I received a report of a potential flood risk and spent most of the day in 
Waterbeach, Landbeach and Milton checking drains and ditches. I believe no homes were but please 
let me know if you did suffer flooding.  
I had received a report from the Waterbeach Level Internal Drainage Board that the water level in 
the River Cam was very high and that the bank downstream from Bottisham Lock in Waterbeach was 
seeping. The surrounding land and the IDB pumping station lie some 10-15 feet higher than the 
surrounding land, with water from the IDB drain being pumped up into the river, to flow away to the 
sea at Denver Sluice. Concerns were raised that the seepage could de-stabilise the river bank which 
might fail. I met Environment Agency officers and the Police at the lock and they confirmed that in 
the prevailing conditions, the bank was safe and would not fail. I visited a number of residents to 
keep them informed. 
The District Council is the Coordination Hub for Emergencies and liaise with the Police and Fire 
Authorities as well as the Environment Agency and other relevant agencies. The situation was 
monitored for 36 hours. Elsewhere the Rivers Great Ouse and Nene had broken their banks, causing 
very severe flooding. 
 
Hazel and Anna are working with the SCDC Awarded Watercourses Officer to establish where drains 
and ditches around Milton need to be cleared, which routes water is expected to take normally and 
under flood conditions. Anna is keen to set up a similar meeting for Landbeach.   
 
Covid-19 – Case rates and Vaccines 
We have received an update on 31 December from the Strategic Coordination Group, which is 
responsible for Covid-19 response over Cambridgeshire and Peterborough: 
 
Rates of infection have increased. As of 25 December the case rate in the East of England was 523 
per 100,000. Peterborough had 367 per 100,000 and Cambridgeshire had 221 per 100,000.  
South Cambs had 231 cases per 100,000. By 29 December this had increased to 299 cases per 
100,000. The increase could impact care homes without the preventative work that is going on. 
Some managers are ‘cohorting’ homes, to reduce risk. 
Authorities have been in touch with high-risk workplaces and offering asymptomatic testing and will 
be setting up new joint-working with Universities next week. 
 
Strategic Director of Public Health advises – We must be even more vigorous about social distanc-
ing as the variant is much more transmissible.  We need to maintain and improve safe behaviour.  
 
Test and Trace – County Council will lead on providing additional telephone support for people told 
to isolate.  
 
On 30 December there were nearly 100 people with Covid at Addenbrooke’s Hospital. Patients need-
ing advanced support are being transferred from neighbouring counties but this is being balanced 
with local resources and being reviewed every day. It is anticipated that the outcome of Christmas 
socializing will arrive at our hospitals by 7 January.  
 
Vaccination – Two large scale vaccination sites have been identified but this is decided centrally, not 
locally and it depends on the supply of the vaccine, and which vaccine is available – and when.  
 
The BioNtech vaccine requires ultra-cold refrigeration but the AstraZeneca vaccine requires special 
instruction and training. The vaccine cannot survive long outside a fridge and must not be shaken.  
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Work is being done to identify vaccination centres  but we do not know which vaccines we are get-
ting or when. It is centrally prepared programme. There are concerns about the security of the sites 
and the Police will be involved. No sites have been publicized yet.  There are plans to train people to 
assist in order to free up staff to administer vaccines. Volunteers are being gathered from within 
communities, particularly in schools.  
 

 

 

 


